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The meun barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived 
from ghe twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. 

The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in column 10 
represent*the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity,—The 
receiver of the lower rain gauge is 1} feet, and that of the anomometer 70 feet 10 inches, 
above the level of the ground.—The velocity’ of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, 
is regisyered from noon to noon. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 
Approzimate Return of Traffic for week ended 24th December 1870, on 228 miles open. 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Return of Traffic for week ended 24th December 1870, on 119% miles open. 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lientonant-Governor of Bengal for 
~ the purpose of making Laws and Regulations, 
Saturday, the 7th January 1871, 








Present: 


4 His Hoson tae Livttxant-Govervor or Bexoat, presiding. 
T. H. Cgwie, Esa., Advocate-General, F. P. Wraax, Esg., 
‘Tan Hon’ser Asutey Ezy, Banoo Joreespno Monvg ‘Taconr, 
@ A. Moxey, Eso, on; T. H. Woxvr, Esq, 
“ns ee aS soe 
Mouuve Awvoo. borer Kuaw Bassboon,| Baio Diownen Mirren, 


REGULATION OF LODGING-HOUSRS AT POOREE,” ‘ 


‘Tur Hox’nte Atvurr Epe¥ moved for leave to bring in ‘a Bill for tBo berter regitlai 
of lodging-bouses nt Pooree. “He id that it would ie fa thetorthe pe can ate 
membors of the Council that. a similar measure was introduced in 1867 and wae 
on il i as withdrawn, and 
: the abandonment of the Bill, Ae fer 
ings of the Council there wene-twvo grounds for the ean 

i wo grou 

in consequence of its having been stated by the hon’ble member on his 

the Posalt of edna sage cg tha the lodging-houses at Poorce were not. 

require sped lw for” 

aR RS: 





ea ‘their regulation. ‘The how’ble member, he- 









information of the Council, and as there clearly was some mis on the enbj: 
would read afew extracts, Dr, Smith bad epoken in his diary TF Bala ‘house being 
~ therbest lodging-house in Pooree. He would now read what Dr, Stewart’ noticed in his 
description of the same house in his diary kept during the late cholera visitation at Pootee :— 
“@n the 16th inspected Bullla Gooroo’ lodging honse (which was spoken of by Dr. Smith as the model 
Jodging-house), as also an adjacent one kept by a named Phulzereé. One death from cholera occurred. 
‘there torday, in a rim who was here three days. I measured the room, it was 15 feet by 12, had one 
door; there were 11. jin it; other réoms were quite full, and the people very much crowded. A 
‘arinous and fiseal odour prevailed throughout ; the atmosphere was oppressive and stifling.’ 
* * * * . ; : 
“In the evening I went with the constable Muddoo Sing to inspect the place where another ease of Sia 
was ed. Tt was in Bullia Gooroo's lodging-house ; the entrance hall was thronged with, people. I ny told 
That pligrims’scoupy every square inch of the ground, and at night there js mo moving rvom. A. strong. urinons 
‘odour prevailed in the contre enclosure. In the back ground people dofecated freely, and all tho rubbish of the 
‘house lay heaped in corners unremoved.” 
* * 











* . * . . 
“cThore was one room in this ledging-house (Phulzerce’s) which is deserving of'mention. Inside person 
‘could hardly stand erect; the breadth was nob over 6 fect ; tho length was filled up by eilind of beds ; the .door 
ras eqhal in size to the panel of an ordinary door; one could only creep im; it was 1} by 1} foot.” 

* . * * * * . 
“Found that the backyard of this and other houses, loging-houses (which 1 inapected), ware frecly-ueed 
‘aa privies, and that no attempt was made to remove the soil, Rubbish of all kinds filled the courtyants, 
he rooms were unswept, and a sickening odour prevailed in all.” Ec 

. . . . . . ae 

“Visited several muts; found them, as usual, very filthy; the backyards of all were eovered-with filth ; 
somo of the privies were the greatest abomination T over saw; both urine and excreta*were in every stage of 
decomposition." : 

* . . . . . . 

“There were two wells in the house from which water is drawn for domestic use, There is also a very 
‘noxions tank close by, ‘close to the well that I saw, about twelve feet, from it, and on a Jower level than 
the grounds surrounded. ‘The well was a hole containing water, washins of a’ takoor ; this hole! was never 
cleared ; water sinks roadily in the soil; the little stagnant water in it was loaded with rubbish and swarming 
Srith worms. The water of the well was drunk by Khetter Mohun and others, Native doctor Puckoera Sing 
saw this well with mo, 

“From this place T went to the police station, and then to Bullia Gooroo's lodging-house. Sens 
woman down with cholera (a Bengalee pilgrim), attacked this day, 22nd June. Pilgrims were pretty full in 
Tho placo, Went to the backyard; seen as follows:—a well with privy enclosure 12 feet from its the privy 
fs on higher groond than the platform of the well ; round ubout this platform of stone were excavations in the 
cearth, which were deep urinals ; the urine was unmistakeable both in appearance and odour, and, mo ane could 

insay that the state of affairs was as bad as could possibly be, Filth and feoulence were abundant all. about, 
for Sho backyard was gaits a promiecuons privy. Those, Hf removed at all, we only to be buried in the 
place, It was said ‘that the waters of this well were not drunk; thi doubt very much. I wax 


however 
Frewsi a well man enclosurd on the other side; the enclorurn was surrouridt he \rooms for pi aud it 
meg ‘ar if this well was intended for them, and the well above alluded to fin tho iene of the 
i, and. 
. 


















house, However, this well is only separated by a wall from the filth of the yar ea 

leading from it, which gave tokens of being used as an urinal.” there ised" 
* . * . 

. 


. 
“I visited the houses on the 27th instant, and found the usual off. crowding ; the 
covered with filth My 5 were in’ the House, 
crest: were in hospital. A. from the house, was the one Pili a 
from, but used, they said, only for wasbin &o. The Nurindro water, they si 
‘When T saw the well there were mabers they anid for drinking. purposes. 
pode ae raised from the street ; dust can blow into it. The streets are ver 
foot wide in'some places ; the houses on each side are raised on high plinths; the bad 
‘ie saine high level ; the soil is loose black, permitting free woakage. 
~~ Dr, Smith describes the hi wises at Pooree as follows :— . BB a 
“ho houses are ‘very faulty in sanitary int.of view. Aga rulo, each house is eonsith, yy raised on w- 
masonry plinth from ‘three to sixor eight fect in height. ‘Throng this plinth run ‘tase 
gutter, Ne ete eee tare at gs 
‘and uri : ‘bo moro objectionable 





Fog pis 


stool were auparent; among otiers two of tha ahove pai 











broad, ith sido alls ss fh and a half in eight nd alow pent root ver it Tt had 


and pa tasepe, foe St seis it: Tt was dark, rand dismal when quite empty, and 
hovee di il ete head foot Reuker tonny costo hehehe 
Hee te TF ade be the novia of the best Idtging-inowse in the broad main street 
‘not difficult tw imagine the condition of the worst, in the narrow, confined, undrained, hack- 
Rect ice baron letror Geptls aren in tis chute of Elth and worration,” 

ho following foot-nte is atiached "Ths statemept seemed fo be 49 incroiibe, that 
LSrieggt al jected to direst experiments in the Alipore Jail, whéte it was fonned that 90 natives of 

aa sie cond squat io ell 10a unr, and 120 coud stan in th same xpos") 

. . a 
The district scpayidbonitens of police also states :— 
. 


it into w house in the town this afternoon ; about: 45 pilgrims were putting up, men and women. The 
‘two doors, no windows (ono of the doors was locked). This place mossured 12 by 2° fet, ertainly 
this place no.lrgs than 45 persons were crammed. ‘The stench was overpowering, and the 
Heat like. an oven; no wonder the people were attacked with cholera; and unless some haw is passed to 
gene pundahs overcrowding their houses with pilgrims, not ouly cholera, but other diseases, are sure to 














Those were the opinions of three medical men describing the state of things since the former 
Bill was withdrawn. ‘The subject was very carefully considered by Mr, Ravenshaw, the 
commissioner of the Orissa division, and he very strongly insisted on some measure being passed, 
The Bill before the Council had been prepared by Dr. Smith and Mr, Ravenshaw in consulta- 
tion, and he thought that the object in view would be attained by it. He did not know that 

was any necessity to zo into the detals of the Bill, which would be printed and 
circuluted, He thought that the extracts quoted showed that the Bill was prematurely 
withdrayn on the previous oceasion on the mjstaken supposition that there was no great evil 
“to be dealt with in regard to these lodging-houses, 

Mx. Scuauon said the hon’ble mover of the Bill had referred to him as to the remarks 
made by hint on a previous occasion when the former Bill was under consideration. He had uo 
very clear recollection of the state of things in the lodging-houses of Pooree. He remembered 
that he went over a great portion of the town with the magistrate of Pooree. It was in the 
year of the famine, and very probably at that season of the year the number of pilgrims was 
my. ‘wuch less than ordinarily. His impression was that, after consultation with the 

magistrate, he considered that ‘although the houses might not approach that state of 
sanitation which a sanitary officer might deem necessary, yet, taking them in connection and 
comparison with the general mode of life of the natives, there was no reason to seek for greater 
power’ of interference than the magistrate could himself exercise for carrying out all necessary 
Precautions. Certainly the extracts which had been read did show a state of things which 
yuired correction ; and very possibly, since the time to which he had referred, it might be 
that the number of pilgrims had increased, and better accommodation was now required for 
them., Under these circumstances he had no wish to object to the introduction of the Bill; 
he thought, however, that the committee should carefully see that interference was not 
exercised toa greater extent than was actually required, 
‘The motion was then agreed to. 








EMBANKMENTS AND DRAINAGE, 


Scuanon moved that the Bill to provide for embankments and drainage be read in 
In doing so he said that on a former oecasion—in fact at the last meeting of the 
Council—when he moved for leave to introduce this Bill, he explained the circumstances which 
gave rise to its introduction, and the objects sought to be attamed by the measure. He soil 

now, with the permission of the Council, briefly refer to the details of the Bill; and in doing 
hoproposed.not to take up the tine of the council by referring to thobe portions of the Bill which 
‘merely re-enacted the existing law, but would draw attention to those parts of the measure which 
were ae new in beetles or which contained alterations or modifications to a considerable 
oat pape ipl be Si see Tee ble qarabeee tr follow him, because such portions 
printed in idatios, while the rest of tho Bill, which merely re-enacted the existing 

yep in the ordinary ebaracter. 

otitis Gunld cicaipa io‘ attention of! the Gosnell wan the definition 
ate word “embankment” as given in the 2nd section. It now included not only those 
Ee ‘fell under the sD al peieeas pit also other works, such 
ie rroynes, aud spurs, which were required ormade for the protection of 
Sit Pepe Ali abi gsrictcrgawibswsot rivets, ins or wale leek 
bioke foundethat these subsidiary works were so inherent a part of embankments themselves 
Ce acparetenare embankment officer should have the same control over them 










¢ embankments themselves, 
section to | he would allude was the 7th, which would enable the engineer 
fs ohere they were necessary for the protection of the country, 
vn igh oie dhe engineer had ae ole power over 





to give him similar powers over the 
ee cee en ey omy Khaki te pereed sew given 
wards and ater ‘petal sume inquiries 





offieers under the existing law, 











In the 18th section there was a very important alteration. He méAtioned,on the former 
‘odoasion how, ‘under certain circumstances, it was fonnd that very great logs and danger* were 
‘ncntred by having to follow the forms of pragedure laid down by the pr Act before the 
embankment officer could take action in certain cases when imjnediate loss. to life or proj 
was imminents It was now proposed to grant bim power to take immediate action in 
‘cases, subject to certain restrigtions. If it be found afterwards, on inquiry being made, that 
‘the catises which led to sich action being taken were not suficlent, ot rather that the 
exeouted were not required, provision was made wheroby the former state of things shoul 
be restored at the expense of Government, ‘This provision would compel embankment officers 
to exercise great care in putting these powers into force, for Government would hold them 
‘Fesponsible if these powers were exercised without sufficient cause. At tho same time a 
further provision was introduced whereby, in consequence of these works, which werm exbouted. 
for the’ benefit of the goveral community, causing loss or injury to private individuals, 
¢ompensation would be made for such individual loss, 

Sections 16 to 22 were of a totally new character. They referred to the drainage of the 
vountry, and empowered engineers to eall upon the proprietors of lands to keep clear the 
drainage of their lands. Tt had been found that the absence of such a proviniot in the existing 
Jaw bad led to great difficulties, and it was to be hoped that by some provision of this sort 
means would be taken at a comparatively small cost to remove obstruction to the drainage of 
the country, which, ia the opinion of many persons well able to form an opinion on the subjest, 
had been ‘held to be one of the causes cf the severe illness of an epidemic nature whi 
prevailed in the districts bordering Caleutta, No doubt there would be cases in whieh the 
‘measures which could be taken under the provisions of these sections for carrying put such 
improvements would net suffice to effect a thorough system of drainage, and in such cases it 

might become necessary ‘to have reeourse to the provisions of the other Bill whieh was intro- 
duced by the hon’ble member on his right (Mr. Eden). At the some time it*was thought 
that in avery large nmmber of cases the action taken uuder these sections would suffice for 
securing ata trifling cost the thorough drvinage of the eountry in the greater number of 
instances where obstructions had been created. 

In section 27 there was a very important modification of the existing law. By that Jaw 
thewhole cost of the maintenanee and repair of on embankment is thrown on the zemindar of 
the ‘estate on whose lands the embankment lay, utterly regardless of the benefit it might 
confer on other estates. It frequently happened that an embankment protected not only. the 
estate of the proprietor in whose land it Iay, but also largely benefited other estates, But under 
tthe existing law the proprietors of these particular estates would escape all payment towards 
‘the cost of the maintenance and repair of those works. It was therefore proposed to introduce 
in this Bill the principle which had been. accepted in the Act passed by this Council in 
1866, ‘That Act (VIL. of 1466) provided for the payment of the cost of land required for 
embankments, and declared that stich costs should be borne by all the proprietors whorbenefited 
from the construction of the embankment, in exact proportion to the benefit they derived 
from its acquisition. It was proposed now to introduce the same priueiple here, and. instead 
of declaring that the actual owner of the estate on which the embankment stands should 
hear the whole cost of its maintenance und repair, all estates deriving benefit from the 
embankment should pay towards such cost in the exact proportion in which they benefited 
from the embankment. He (Mr. Schalch) thought he need say but little in support: of this 
principle; and in these days, when the local Governments were required to defray by contributions 
from the general community of their provinces the cost of works of a local nature, it secmed 
to him that the cost. of embankments and all such cognate works should be defrayed by those 
who alone benefited from their vonstruction, and not by the general public, 

Sections 28 to 34 incorporated in this Act the provisions of Act VII. of 1866 for appor- 
tioning the cost of land required for the construction of embankments, ‘This had been done in 
view to bringing the whole subject in one enactment, so that the law might beseon atone view. 

Section 86 authorized the infliction of penalties in cases of the unauthorized int 
with embankments or drainage works. It had been found that great injury had been done by 
‘persons who for their own advantage had injured such works. ‘Thus it‘often happened that 
proprietors of estates, rather than incur the expense of maki i i ir” 
estates, i i to the lands of the 
Proprietors. But while more stringent punishment, was proposed to bo enforced for such offences, 


vision Was made for affording greater facilities to, proprietors for obtaining the construction 
et hagsve cotahiemsahe ecusendy dae 


Part II of the einer scation 42, made provision for compensation for losses. 
le] 











‘sustained ferred by this A¢ : of 
ercecres ts Go prsare"sodeh whe ead too tote Te ee eee 
la nah etry arg mbper diy 
, when the’ Bill wae first, is why | 0 
he might observe that M 










er semeets 
eet 


18,1871. 








pes ip wa not guite sole whather the provisions of that Aot gould propery be incorporated int, 
eh ie cil could modify existing Acts of the imporial legislature, But he believed 
" ‘veasor introducing those provisionsewas that tha,Act made no provision for the 
Geiskion ofland on emergencies unless the forms of the Act had been previously gone 
through... Ho belioved it was intended to provide» mode by which, in cases wf emergencies, 
ad Gould at once be taken up and the question of compensatjon subsequently dotermined. 
The provisions of the existing ‘Ast, it was belioved, would not apply in all its entirety to the 
acquisition of land for the purposes of this Bill; and therefore it was thought expedient to 
‘modify them so as to meet the peculiar circumstances of the Bill, 


‘Another section to which he would refer was section 84, which was of rather a sweeping 
natura ang conferred power to levy a fine ona village for injury to works constructed under the 
Bill where the offender conld not be discovered. This section had been introduced at the instance 
‘of the Department of Public Works, who, notwithstanding their utmost endeavours, have been 
frequently. tunable to discover the offender in cases where severe injury had been done to 
embankments for the benefit of a village, regardless of the loss or damage which might occur to 
others. ‘These offences had been committed with impunity, since the whole village combined 
to ecreén the offender. He thought it would require rather strong grounds to warrant the 
enactment of such’a provision, and that the section would fairly call for the most careful 
‘consideration of the select committe: ; and even if such a provision were found necessary, 
ho thonght it should be confined within the smallest lintite necessary to meet the emergency 
of the case. i 

‘With these remarks he begged to move that the Bill be read in Council. 


. Baboo Ducumpnn Murrer said that this was unquestionably a well-considered and a very 
desirable measure, and he subscribed to eyery word that had fallen from the hon’ble mover 
while applying for leave to bring in the Bill; and he readily bore testimony to the fact of many 
Yrainage channels having been closed by zemindars, either wantonly or for their own solfish 
pu ‘Phe Bill, as far.as he had Leen able to judge, had scrupulously respected private 
rights, while at the same time it had taken every precaution to protect public interests from 
being jeopardized by the acts of individuals pursuing their own selfish aims. And he enter-~ 
‘ined great bopes that with certain modifications, which no doubt the Bill would undergo in 
committee, the present measure, if carried out properly, besides furthering its immediate objects, 
Would int muck greater degree contribute to check the ravages of epidemics, than tho one 
whichtwas avowedly intended for the purpose—he meant the drainage Bill. 

‘Phe motion was then agreed to and the Bill referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Mr. Thonspson, Mr. Robinson, Baboo Joteendro Mohun ‘Tagore, and the mover Mr, Schalch, 


VILLAGE CHOWKEEDARS. 


Onethe motion of Mx. Rivers Txomrson the Bill to amend the Village Chowkeedaree 
Act, 1870, was farther considered in order to the settlement of the clauses. 


Banoo Deavawer Mirren moved the introduction of the following section after section 5 :— 


“Jn section 21 of the said Act VI. of 1870, the word “‘quartorly” shall be substituted for the word 
“monthly;” and in, sections 21 and 26 the word “quarter” shall be substituted for the word “ month,” 
wherever such, word occurs in the said sections; and in section 26 the word “thirty” shall be substituted for 
the word “seven ;" and in Section 26 the word “fortieth” shall be substituted for the word “tenth.” and the 
gaid several sections shall be read and construed as ifthe words hereby directed to be substituted had been 
sega east te the room or tho placo of the words ior which they are hereby respectively directed 

















He said his object in moving this amendment was simply to afford relief to the tax-payers 

‘as well as to the tax-gatherer. Instead of subjecting tax-payers to the annoyance of constant 

Visits from the tax-gatherer, he would provide for quarterly payments, which would not only 

relieve the villagers, but would very much lighten the woek of the texegatherer, aa will an 

facilitate the keeping of accounts by the punchayets ; and he did not seo that it would in any 
‘way interfere with the proper working of the law. 

‘Tux Apvocats-Grnenat said that from such information as he possessed (independently of 

a the | inconvenience of considering at the last moment important amendments in a Bill 

whi ft had for sasha te iaseetent ot a ta already passed), he did not know that there 

- was any objection ration pro] |, in favor of convenience to the tax- and 

Np Seevealence 1 the eollector, of Hedin uarterly payments for monthly. But a: 1e whole 

of mendments p were before the Counell in one notice paper, he thought it would be 

‘most convenient now he should point out what appeared to him the practical objection to 

- those. sof the amendments proposed that did not apply specifically to the 21st section 

Act. As he understood the whole of the proposed amendments 

that while the instalments of the tax should Le paid quarterly 


‘of thehon’ble member, he 
i ad of monthly in ad’ », the riod of delay, of i under 
arnt ana Want ty lle 

















peti e taken on the part of the ‘ion 26 should be 

ade e fostieth day of the quarter. Now ho (the Advocate. 

L not * ; ‘this from monthly 4a augetarly 
would be caused by steps for the i 





row preseribed by the Acts tht wns. to. say, within, 
after: ; beoame payable; and why, under the 26th bad Rtigrri 
punchayet, in the event of xou-payment,.siiould not be able to com action for the 
enforcement of nt after the tenth day, Irrespective of that, hedid not seo that there was 
r antersd Gliecheateieens collection of thetax by monthily and by quarterly payments. ” 
‘aa regards the number of davs of grace given to'those amenable to the tox, he had to 
Point out that if the-alterations in sections 25 and 26, from seven to ten and from ten to forty, 
re introduced, the punchayet might be placed in a pdsition of great, ineonvenience and 
difficulty. ‘This was one of the instances of the extreme inconvenience to. whieh the Council 
were put by the practice of introducing important amendments at the last moment. Tt wax 
‘ot possible to introduce amendments of this kind without very carefully emsidering how far 
they’ affected other provisions of the Bill. Let.us compare the 25th and 26th sections, taking 
the alterations proposed to be made in those sections of substituting thirty for seven and forty 
for ten, with the 43rd, 44th, and 45th sections of tie Act, Under sections 25 and 26, ay proposed 
to.be altered, tie payers of the tax would have until the thirticth day of the quarter to 
and the punchayet could not take any steps whatever to enforce payment till after the fortieth day, 
“and what they could do after the fortieth day would be to publish a list of defyulters, whieh ren 
necessarily take up some time. If there was any meaning in the publication of this list, it was 
intended that it. should-be published for a certain number of days, greater or smaller, Then, 
under section 27, the collecting member of the punchayet was to issue his warrant for the 
enforcement of payment to the chowkendar, and the chowkeedar was to proceed to put it into 
execution, Under the 44th section the chowkeedar might go before the magistrate on the 1ath 
day of the month following the month for which his xalary was due, which, taken in 
connection with the period of forty days, until the expiration of which the punehuyet could 
not ‘proceed to enforce payment of tie tax, would give the panchayet only five days, and 
sometimes only four, to obtain the necessary funds for the payment of tive chowkeedar’s sal e 
and some time should be given between the time when they were authorized to enforce 
‘payment of the tax-and the day.on which the chowkeedar’s salary was due, to evable the 
panchayet to issue a list of defaulters and warrants to the chowkeedar fur the levy of the 
tax. Practically, it would be quite impossible for all that to be carried out within these fis 
days: thorefore the punchayet would have uo answer to make why they had not taken steps 10” 
venforee payment; and, in fuct, the only answer they could make was that it was impossible 
‘for them to, have taken such steps within the time allowed. ‘Therefore, when the Council 
came to the consideration of the amendments proposed in sections 25 and 26, he» wowld 
propose that. those sections should remain*unaltered. ‘In other words, that any person liable 
to pay should only have. seven days within which payment should be made, aud thot” 
the punchayet should take action immediately after tho fenth day; that would give ample 
time to put. them in @ position to pay the chowkeedar and protect themselves from the 
unfortunate position in which they would be’ put from not being able to collect the tax 
within sufficient time to realize the amount required. = 
Banoo Dequaben Mrrvex said that be was quité-willing to withdraw such portions of 
his-dmendment ‘as might be found to clush with any portion of the, Actor to. interfere: with 
iteproper' working, and only to sudhere to tive amendment in-sections 21 and 26, providing 
for quarterly instead of: wonthly payments of the tax. He -woild, therefore, beg-leave to 
withdraw his former motion, and to substitute the following :— 
* Tn 'section 21 of the said “Aot VI! of 1870, ‘the word’ quavterly” hall ibntitutod 
monthly:" snd in sections 21 and_ 26 the word. quarir” shall be atbattated tee the ceed one 
‘wherever such word oconrs in the ail sections; and tho said several sections shall bo read.and construed as if 
the words hereby directed to bo substituted had boen originally inserted in place of the words for. which, they 
‘aro heroby respectively, bo substituted.” pia 





Airooted to 
Mu, Wxoran said’he thought that the remarks of the learned Advocate-General showe 
most-conclusively the undesirability of introducing into a Bill once passed a new. clause 
ing more or les sections throughout. the ill. It almost, became necessary in.saeh cases 
refer the Bill back to a select committe in order that it might be earefally seen that be 
alteration made in one section did not ailtct other sections; or, if it did, thay those'should 
_ all be earefully considered in connection with the original amendment. Although, perkigps, >, 
the proposition with regard to changing the period of payment from monthly gunn 
intervals was not in itself objectionable, yet, ‘that the principle was involved ofthe 
_ danger of ‘some confosion arising in other sections, he thought it would be better to let the 
Act stand as it is, and he would therefore oppose the amendment on Maan dr 
‘the rate was ine in quarterly instalments, it would be difioult, for th 
pay the chowkeed: fabtl pegmere ern if the collections were made quarterly, 
ge ioe pero id be made monthly. Ou. these grounds he would vote 




















Bure quarterly payments of the tax in advance, As the member in 
he wished to explain that it yas from vo want of consideration of the pri 
io} provided for monthly instead of quarterly collections of the tax. The 
ined a provision for the payment of the tax by quarterly instalments. 

‘it Was teferred to the select committee there was a discussion on fhe question, and, if notunani- 
mously, it was at least by a large majority, agreed that mouthly payments should be substituted 
“for the proposed quarterly collections, and the reasons given for the change were that, as the 
sums were so small, it would tend to regularity of payments, and be rather a convenience that 
the villagers should have to pay a monthly rate instead of larger suras by quarterly instalments. 
7 hess considerations led the committee to adopt that view, and the section was so framed 
by them and passed by the Council without discussion, 

‘Then! when the new Bill was introduced to correct certain inconveniences.which had 
arisen from delay in the passing of the Bill, the hon’ble member got up at the moment when 
the question before the Council was whether the Bill siould be pas-ed, and pressed for the 
introduction of an amendment, not upon the Bill then under consideration, but in the Act which 
had been passed with the sanction of the Governor General, Av the learned Advocate-General 
had pointed ouf, ti amendment proposed in the 26th and 2¢th sections would be imprncti- 
cable without entailing considerable difliculties in the collection of the tox, and as the how’ ule 
member opposite (Mr. Wyman) had stated, the introduction now of the amendment in the 
2lat section might possibly affect other sections of the jaw and create confusion and ‘inconve- 
pience, The partitular objection taken hy the hon'ble member would perhaps not apply, 
because the quarterly evllections would be paid in advance, and the money for the payment of 
the chowkeedars’ wages would be always ready. Tiere was, however, no provision in the Act 
for the retention or custody of the mouey that would necessarily always remain in hand if a 
whole quarter’s tax were levied in advance, and in the absence of any security for the proper 
application of the money, the sum, though smali, would still be in the hands of some one, and 
there was then the risk of peculation and loss. le considered that om the whole it weld te 


advisable to retain the 21st section of Act VI. of 1870 as it stood. 
Mx. Somazon eaid as a member of the committer on the former Rill, he wight observe that 
che'believed it was then agreed that all payments should be made monthly, and he retained that 
‘opinion only till the other day, when hie bad a conversation on the suliject with the Comrmiesiones 
‘ofthe Presidency division, who had taken special interest in the preliminary m 


for extending the provisions of the Act to his division. The Commi 
strongly that in his opinion, as the Act now stood there would be y ‘Y great harnsement to 
athe tax-payers if they were required to pay these small sums montiily ; and from the very fact 
of punchayets being required to keep elaborate accounts, much crouble would be saved be 
having them kept quarterly instead of monthly. He presced the subject 40 very strongly 
he OM. Schalch} file inclined to alter his o; - He certainly felt quite inclined to yive his 
fall suppo¥t to the amendment as far as it was intended to convert monthly into quarterly 
payments. He thought that the learned Advocate-General had shown that there was a itil 
Af theamendment was carried further 0 a8 to affect the 25th and 26th sections. He beliewed 
that the object of affording a longer period of pace for the paymont of quarterly instead of 
saonthly instalments was, because, if the instalments were paynble quarterly, th lages 
would have to pay larger sums than if they had to pay monthly; but, looking to the fact 
‘that even the quarterly instalments would not be very heavy, he thought it scarcely necessare 
that any further period of grace need beallowed, and that the object of the Commissioner would 
be of by confining the amendment to the 21st section, and the substitution of quarterly 
for monthly in the 26th section, : 
«So far from tl iteration uffecting, as the hon’ble member-on bis left (Mr. Wyman) feared 
‘would be the caso, the security of the payment to the chowkeedars, it would, he (Mr. Schalch) 
advanee it: siviee the punchayet wonld have in their hands funds’ suflivient to 
meet the chowkeedars’ wages for a quarter i id of for a momth. ‘If therefore the amendment 
‘Sere confined to the substitution of a quarterly instead of a mouthly payment of the arse, 
‘ment, ‘the object of the bou’ble mover of the amendment would, le thought, be curried out,” 
“The substituted motion was then agreed to, 
¢ J ‘Tuomvson that it had been brought to his notice ouly last week, that in 
Dw Cattack district the irrigation offiecrs bad found ght they 
Persons appropriated water 
om cr that they could get no 
to enable them to discover the offenders. It was therefore thoncht 
wer were given, to the Government to authorise any officer, bes les 
es, to have the authority f applying to the chowk. lar for - 
‘the introduction of the 


Py 















‘The motion was yeh het k : A 
On the motion of Mr. Thiompson the Bill was then passed, 
© RECOVERY OF ARREARS OF REVENUE. ~ + 


Qn the motion of Mx. Moxzy the report of the select committee on the Bill to amend 


the procedure for the recovery of arrears ‘of land revenue i respect of tenures not 
‘estates was taken into sanaitication in order to the settlement of the clauses. of the ai and 


the clauses were considered in the form recommended by the committee, 
‘Phe Bill was settled without-amendment ; and on the motion of Mx, Money the Bill was 

‘then passed, om 
"Phe Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 14th instant. ” 





Saturday, the 14th January 1871. 





Present: 
Hrs Hoxor ran Lirvrenant-Govgnson or Brnoat presiding. 


Tun Hox’sux Asnury Eves, Banoo Joreexpno Monuy Taaore, 
A. Monex, Bsa., €.3., T. H. Wonvre, Esq, 
‘A. R, Taowrsox, Esa., pee 


V. H. Scnaten, Esq, 
Movivr Avpoot Lurene, Kuan Bananoor, Banoo Dicuawer Mirren. 


T. H. Cows, Esq., Advocate-General, | T. M. Rontsson Esq, 





REGULATION OF LODGING-HOUSES AT POOREE. 


‘Tue How’sur Asner Epes moved that the Bill for the better regulation of lodging-houses 
at Pooree be read in Council. The Bill had, since the last meeting of ‘the Council, been 
cireulated, and he did not think he need say anything further as to the necessity of the 
measare. ‘The principle of the Bill was that every lodging-house keeper should havea certificate 
from the health officer appointed by Government that his house was a fit and proper place 
for tie reception of lodgers, and the certificate should also state the number of lodgers the 
house was licensed to hold. On receipt of the health officer’s certificate, the lodging-housp 
keeper would have to pay a foe of one rupee, and the magistrate would then grant a license for 
the lodging-house, specifying the number of lodgers the house is licensed to contain, aocording 
to the number the house is capable of containing as certified by the health officer ; and a feo 
of eight annas cach would be levied on the number of lodgers for which the licensé was taken 
out: if the house was licensed to hold ten persons, the fee for the year would be Rs. 5, It was 
calculated that there would be 3,168 houses taking out certificates, and that each house on the 
average would take out a license for ten lodgers, for which the keeper would have to 
pay Rs. 5, The total collections on this calculation would amount to about Rs. 19,000, which, 

hor with fines for breaches of the conditions of licenses, would be a contribution towards 

nd which it was intended to raise for the conservancy and improvement of the town, as 
‘well as for the raising of sheds for such of tho pilgrims as could not be accommodated in the 





Tieensed lodging-houses. It was calculated, however, that a much Inrger sum would be. 


required fr sanitary purposes, and this would bo but a small contribution towards that object ; 

and it still remained tobe considered what other means could be adopted for the purpose. 

‘The question of a tax on pilgrims was under the consideration of the Government, and. also 
‘a proposal was under consideration for receiving for the use of the pilgrims tnd for their 
accommodation some portion of the religi ents which had been originally set aside for 
them, but which had been perverted to the private uses of the muthdars and keepers of shrines. 
‘These endowments represented a oy considerable ‘sum of reat ( ‘That was, however, a 
question that did not arise on this Bill, and he merely mentioned it to show that a large sum 
-was required, and that there was an intention to raise money for this purpose by other means. 

‘As regards the Bill itself, he would point out that there were certain provisions im it 
_ Plating 40 the inspection of lodging-houees end the withdrawal of oents in cases of 
i out of sickness 


the 
or disease, or where the ing-honses were not found fit for the 


breaking lodging. 
purposes for which they were licensed; and by section 11'the magistrate waz empowered to 
1 ;-house from i i where, from the 
pre Syl gape nag Pemgemmlr agreap dy eninge 
~ mane would naturally, from their rank and position, resent the i 





sf 


aspoctional interference of the 








“ye by them ns’ werd unobjestionable, and had al 
1 ii binges manicipal Al ‘He had also, in section 38, per the 
making bye-laws magistrate’with the sanction of the hedith officer. question had 
‘been diseussed as to whether there should not be a provision for the appointment of a town, 
‘committee to whom might be entrusted the duty of carrying out the Act; but ait consulting 
those connected with the town, he, had come to the conclusion that * would be difficult to get a 
committee of sufficient influence ang intelligence to work the Aet, ‘and it had therefore been 
detewnined to confer on the magistrate and health officer tif neceseary powers. + 

By section 49 the Lieutenant-Governor had power’ to extend the Act to other towns in 
Orisen go which pilgrims ‘resorted. In some of those places the state of things was’ almest 
‘tg bad ag-at Pooree in regard to sanitation, and he Uelieved it was inténded tu extend the 
Taw at once th Jujipore, 3 

‘Mun, Mower said there were one or two remarks that had suggested themselves to him - 
with refergnce to one portion of the Bill. Hé observed from a memorandum by the commis- 
sioner of the division that the plan for licensing lodging-houses was but a part of a regular 
scheme for the sanitation of the town of Poorce; and though he thought that the Bill, so far 

as it went, was one hat ought to receive support, ‘he would be glad to have an assurance that 
another measure, which formed a component part of the scheme sketched out, would also be 
‘carried out. The commissioner, after recommending thgt the proposed measure for the 
licensing.of lodging-houses should be passed, went on, in paragraph 11, to speak of extra 
accommotiation for those pil s who could not be.accommodated in the licensed lodging. 
houses: anfl on looking at a subsequent part of the momorandum, viz. paragraph 17, he 
found the commissioner speaking .as follows of what would be the result of the pressure 
necessary for the establishinent of serais aloug the road to Pooree:x— —** 
“The house-holder and petty shop-keopers in theso rond-sido villages aro for tifé most part poor. 
ee alah ee ontanptaden, andak say were Meek eewel by local nanicenber sod 
annde conform to the striet rules and regulations of the Sorais Act, the probablo result would be that they 
would vacate. and leave the village with less actual shelter than it had betore.” A 
Tt appeared to him (Mr. Monoy) that if was very possible that a result of the same 
kind wouki take place in Poorce, and that only a small proportion of the pilgrims would 
find accommodation in the licensed lodging-houses. The memorandum of the commissioner 
did not give detailed information of what the number of pilgrims was; but he says— 
“Dhow sro estimated ta be about 6,836 houses in Pooreo, and ubout 25,000 resident inhabitants. ‘The 
probable average number of mated to be about 50,000, i i 
ck. Wo haye no recent statistics, but hetwaon tho years 1816 to 182 
‘Whwoen a minvmoum of 66,000 and n maximum of 1,64,000, or a rough average of 1,25,000." 

The commissioner then supposes that one-half of the house-holders would take out 
licerises for lodging-houses, and that such houses would accommodate an average of ten 
lodgers to ich house, If the figures are reliable, this would give a total of $1,680 pilgrims 
provided for ; whereas it was stated that the ayerage number of pilgrims was 50,000, and that 
that was a low average. It seemed to him (Mr. Money) therefore that it would be desirable 
for the*Council to know that in connection with this Bill it was intended to provide some 
accommodation for those pilgrims who would under the operation of this Bill lose a portion 
of the shelter, however bad-it might be, which they now fad. 

‘The Hon’nux Asuiny Epen said that he believed he hud already stated that one of the 
objects of the Bill was to obtain funds for the purpose of erecting sheds for the accommodation of 
‘those pilgrims who could not be accommodated in the lodging-houses licensed under the Bill; 
and perusal of the report of the sanitary commissioner would show that one of the chief 

ints of the scheme was to provide proper accommodation, not only at. Pooree, byt qn the road 
to town, In the memorandum of the commissioner of the division there was 


‘theso had indeed already been oreoted by private munificence, and something had been 
r iting this year to provide accommodation for pilgrims during the festivals. 
ing this year to provide dation for pilgrims during 
With reference tothe apprehension expressed in rezard to the defigieney of agcommodation 
Act, it was trae that it was stated in the commissioner's memorandum that probably 
: ‘of the number of pilgrims that annually resorted to Poorer, and that 


4 0g. a list of the places at which it was proposed to provide such accopunodation. 
done du 


veliowed that 80,000 only would be provided for in thie licensed lodging-hduses, yet 
i it was a great mistake to suppose tbat 50,000 pilgrims congregated at 
same time, and that the requirements for the accommodasion. should 
calculation. What was méant was that 60,000 pilgrims visited Pooree 
though, no doubt, the greater number of these pilgrims were there during 
‘the year, there was no reason to suppose that the whole 50,000 were there 
o tinie. ‘There were several religious »festivals held at Pooree, and many of, 
r for a few days, moving on to other shrines, others pepe = 
, ash ‘boforo, itwas intended, if possible, by tho means to which he had » 
z ommno as would be required in uddition to the lodging-houses 








TM ee ; 
Pars of this Blue Book (Report of the Sanitary! Commissioner for «Bengal gn the. pi 
so diggualih havi eeticionn tare Or mee atiendanog at the great es 
was 40,000, and in the following your 454000, thas since the ‘numbethad becn decreain, 
ad that there was a tendency to decrease, and Dr. Smith gave it ns his opinion shor a 
‘annual~uttoddance at Pooree was not more than $0,000. 

‘The motion was then agreed to, and the Bil refered (o a Select Committee, consisting 
of Mr, Schaleh, Baboo Digumaber Mitter, Monlvy AUdool Luteo, and: the mover Mer Kaen’. + 
with instructions to report within three weeks, ve 


. DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION OF DISTRICTS. 


‘The Hoy’ntx Asnuey Even moved that the time prescribed for the submission of the report 
of the Select Committee on the Bill to facilitate the drainage ard irrigation of distriets in 
. Bengal be extended for three weeks., He said that the period within which the Committee 
Were instructed to submit cheir report, three woeks, bad now expired. On going throuh the 
Bill the Committee found great difficulty in settling the working details, and had to resast 
the Bill and alter its soope so as to make it’ entirely a local Bill applicable to particular 
swamps in the Hooghly district. He boped that the Committee woyld ibe able to -Teport 
within ten days more, and therefore asked far an extension of three wegks. 
"The motion was agreed to. 
‘The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 28th instant, . 














Cattle Disease, 


From His Grace tax Duxe or Aroyit, x.1.; Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, to 
His Excelleney the Right Hon’ble the Governor General of India in Couneil,— 
(No, 118, dated India Office, London, the 24th November 1870.) 

Tax despatches from your Excellency in Council, Nos. 54 and 57, dated the 17th and 
20th of May last, with their enclosures, having been transmitted to the veterinary depart- 
ment of Her Majesty’s Privy Council, and referred by that department to Professor Simonds, I 
have'to inform your Lordship in Council that, after a very careful consideration of the history, 
‘symptoms, and post-mortem appearances of the disease as given by the cattle plague commis- 
sioners in India, Professor Simonds states that he is unable to arrive at the conclusion that 
the disease investigated by them in the Bengal presidency is identical with the cattle plague 
of Burope. ? ’ . 





















. Meteorological Telegraphic Report for the period 8th to 14th January 1871. 
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‘Not received lat January. 





Catourta, 
The 14h Jonwary 1871. 


Henry F, Buanrorp, 


Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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NOTE. 


Barometric Pressure.—The pressures in column 2 of the above table for all stations below 
50 feet are reduced from those given in column 8 of the table on the previous page by 
adding the weight of a column of air of the corresponding temperatures given in colama 17, 
For stations of above 500 feet elevation, the reduction is mado by Dippo’s tables as. given 
in Guyot’s “ Meteorolozieal and Physical Tables,” 

Temperature —The temperatures in column 8 are redueed from those in column 17, on 
the preceding paze, by adding 1° Vahr. for every 850 feet. f 

Wika Direction —The mean wind ditection and its comparative prevalence are enlonlated 
from the whole number of wind observations recorded during the half-month. The latter as 
given as a percentage of the whole number of observations. ‘The mean direction is calculated 
fu'the youal way by Lambert's formals, 

The above being all comparable, afford the data for constructing a meteorological chart for 
the half-m@nth swhich-shall ‘shew the isobaric and isothermal lines, and the resultant: wind 


M 
directions, which last may be represented by arrows of varying length proportioned to tie 
pretletes of du ind. ws these may be added the rainfull from the previous tables, 


Hexry FP, Buayvorp, 


Meteorologieal Reporter to the Government of Bengal. 








The 18th Janvary 1871, 
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‘The mean barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are «derived 
from the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. 

‘The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in column 10 
represent the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity.—The. 
receiver of the lower rain gauge is 1} feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches, 
above the level of the ground.—The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robiuson’s axfemometer, 
is registered from noon to noon. 








3 
‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days s18 
‘The max, temperature during the past seven day 78-0 
‘Tho max, temperature during the corresponding period of the past year 78:3 
‘The mean humidity duting the past seven days 0-07 
‘The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year 0-61 
. Inches, 
sg by lower rain gauge Nil 
The total fll of rain from 8th to 14th... [yee an 
Ditto ditto, average of 17 previous years 0-09 
Ditto between the Ist January and the 14th January Nil 
Ditto ditto ditto, average of 17 years... 0-09 
Goreenav Sen, 
In charge of the Observatory. 


The 16th January 1871. 
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Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 81st December 1870, om 223 mites open. 
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= ; 
‘The mean barombter, as likewise the dryjand wet bulb thermometer means, are. derived 
from the twenty-four hourly observations made during théday, 

dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants,—The figures in column 10° 
represent the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity—The 
receiver of the lower rain gauge is 1} feet, and that of the anemometer 70 fect 10 inches, 
above the level of the graund.—The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, 














is registered from noon to noon. 
' ree 
‘Thetextreme variation of temperature during the past seven days 225 
‘The max. temperature duritig the past seven days 198 
suas. vomperature during the corresponding period of the past year 85:2 
hy mean humidity during the past seven days 0-65 
‘The mean humidity during thy corresponding poriod of the past year... O72 
Inches. 
; : by lower rain gauge Nil 
The total fall of rain from 15th to 2st. {Py oe notay guage oe 
* Ditto ditto, average of 17 previous years 0:08 
- Ditto between the Ist January and the 2ist January .. Nil 
* Ditto oh ditto ditto, average of 17 years... O-17, 
i ee Gorrexavrm Sex, . 
intigy aes In charge of the Observatory. 
he 287d January 1871. 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations, 


Saturday, the 28th January 1871. 


‘ ’ 
% ‘ Present! . M 
s 
* His Honon max Lizurgnant-Governon or Benaat, presiding. 
"P. H. Cowts, Ese., Advocate General, T. M. Rouixson, Esq., - 
‘Yas How’str Asuixx Eve, F. BF. Wyman, Esq, 
A. MoSter, Esq., c.B., * Banoo Joreennxo Moron Tagore, 
A. R. Tuompson, Esq. , . z '?. H. Wornre, Esa, 


V. H, Scuaton, Esa., y AND 
Mouivy Anpoot, Lurate Kay Banaboor,|  Basoo Dicuwsrr Mrrree. 


“ RECOVERY OF LAND REVENUE IN ASSAM. 


Mx. Rivens Tnowrsox, in moving for leave to bring in a Bill “for the tecovery of Iand 
yevenne and the mutation of names in Assam,” said he would explain briefly the circumstances 
which made necessary, a recourse to levislation on this subject. It had been for some time 
under the consideration of the Government to frame rules for the revenue administration of 
the Assam province. In Asa the whole proprietary right in the soil might be said to be 
‘vested in the Government, and the system in force since our acquisition of that province 
had beea to make an anvual settlement directly with the ryots for the lands in the villages 
‘occupied by them. For making these settlements, as well as for collecting the Government 
demands, a class of agents termed “mouzadars” were employed in every district, who 
did not enecessarily hold any interest in the soil themselves, but who were employed 

‘much in the same manner as tehsildars in the north-west provinces, in arranging for the 
settlement of villages, and in the realization of the Government revenue. For such 
segastener redeived a pereentage ont he collections made by them on behalf of Government. 
“hese mouzadars were either in charge of a single village, if the village was a large one ; 
‘or of a circle Sf rllages, if the villages were small. As far as he (Mr. Thompson) understood, 
the practice ‘been, on the occurrence of a default in the payment of revenue, for the 
‘mouzadar to report the circumstances of tho case to the district officer, who thereupon proceeded 
‘the defaulter, and after a certain allowed time if the money was not paid in, to 

property of the defwulter, or to arrest, and imprison him, ‘There was reason to 
it under the light assessment which prevailed in Assam, the Government demand — 
‘settled, and resort to such measures had very seldom been found necessary, It 
noted that the jure under which the authorities acted in cases of arrears 
\ghout the province, had this defect, that it-had never 
, and was merely followed out under rules of ‘Practice 














ihe mcm f 
sanction. 
vernmenc, ag rams ep dae ge gai 
ite in making the yearly settlements, and the determination of the rates of ‘assessment, 
‘was, however, pointed ont to the commissioner that tive practice under which, in default 
of payment of the Government demand, recourse was had to fine and imprisonment, -could 
‘not be enforced without law. Accordingly a reference was made to ‘the local officers, and 
. to the rales prepared hy the commissioner and revised by the Board of Revenue, embodyinse 
* with some slight modifications the procedure now, in force, it was proposed to give le 
‘Sanction by an Act of this council, Occasion had been taken, on the Poaomi edge of the ~ 
local authorities, to add to the Bill cortain eections, prescribing the course to be observed in 
eases connected with the mutation of names. ‘It was found to be a not uncommon practice 
for a ryot to resign his holding during the currency of a settlement without giving any notice A 
to the district officers. Also, on the oceasion of the death or absence of a ryot, other persons 
‘eame forward to take possession of the vacated lands, and in many instances without any 
Tight to do so. It was therefore thought proper to legalize by registration ill tratisfere of 
holdings which « ryot might wish to relinquisb, and provision would be made on the subject 
in the present Bill. 
If leave was given to bring in the Bill, be would take an early opportunity to éxpldin the 
form which it was proposed to give it. J 
“The motion was agreed to, * . 









ne RECOVERY OF FINES. 
Moourr Anpoot Luraty moved for leave to bring in a Bill “ to facilitate the recovery of 
fines imposed'io Bengal.” In doing so he said he begged to stato the cironmstanors usder 


which he was induced to propose the introduction of the Bill, and the objects proposed to be 
attained by the same. “By section 4 of Act V. of 1867 of this Council, passed on the 30th 
of May of that year, the provisions of sections-63 to 70 of the Indian Penal Code, and of section 
81 of the Code of Criminal Pycedure, were’made applicable to all fines which might be 
imposed under the authority of mny Act thereafter to be passed by this Council, but. the 
Provisions of the sections of the Penal Code whicli he bad mentioned were not made to apply 
to fines imposed under the authority of qny Act the Council passed previously to the.passing of 
that Act. His object was to get an'Act passed by whiclythis difficulty might be removed, for, 
as he would presently explain, considerable difficulty, had been experienced by judicial’ and 
executive authorities in enforcing penalties imposed under the autiority of Acts passed pre= 
viously to June 1807. As an illustration, he would mention that the municipal coummissioners 
for the suburbs of Calcutta had fotind it exceedingly diffieult—nay, almost impoorple—te carry 
out the provisions of Act VIL, of 1865 for the better regulation of slaughter teases, 
result was that the Act in question had proved perfectly powerless. That Act 
nalties on persons using as slanghter-bouse places not liecnsed as such, and so forth. It 
fad been found that two of the largest slaughter-houses #h tHe suburbs, which were ‘the 
roperty of wealthy men, had been given on leases to men of straw,und these latter were 
Feld to be the parties who were actually using them within the meaning of that Act. ‘These 














men had applied for licenses and had been refused ; bat notwithstanding such refusal they hh 

in defiance of the law, been openly using these slaughter-houses, and on being convieted for g 
breach of the provisions of the Act and sentenced to pay heavy fines, it was found. that they 
had po movable property which could be distrained and sold for the recovery of the fines 
“under the provisions of section 61 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which was the only. 
means provided for the realization of such fines, and the result was that the ter-honses 
in question were to the present’ moment, carried on in fall vigour in open defisuce of the 
law, for the law was quite incapable of enforcing ite penalties. . 

It seemed useless to pass an Act and make a breuch of its provisions punishable by fives 
if there be uo means to enforce the penalties attached to the offence. He thought that thie 
difliculty would be met by passing a short Act of the nature he had proposed, and he therefore: 
begged to move for leave to bring in this bill. ‘ : 


ye The motion was agreed to, 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 4th February, 











Frow’J. H. Ravewestaw, Beq., Officiating Collector and Magistrate of Dinagepore, td the 
crenata pour 





ioner of Revenue, Rajshahye Division, Berhuinpore,—(No. 16Ct., dated Cam 
Mohipaul, the 17th Debember 1870.) : pat 


+ IL mave the honor to submit the following report on the Aloonkhooa méla which is just 
concluded. 
+ 2 This fair takes place annually at the above-mentioned place, It has now been 
established for some years, and of Inte has yreatly increased in proportion, and bids fair to rival 
the well known Nekmurd méla. It commences at the full moon in Kartick this year, falling on 
the 8th November. It is heid on the property of Baloo Ramprosaud Roy. 

8. I determined this year on visiting it to institute such sanitary measures as were prac~ 
 ticuble. reached the fair on the 7th November with the district superintendent, and found 
that inspector Huri Churun had carried out: fully the orders 1 had given him on the subject. 

+ 4. In te first place, broad streets were marked out with flags from north to south and 
east fo west, each from 24 to NO fect wide. All booths and shops were erected on these lines 
‘in regular order, and no encroachments allowed. Latrines were provided to leeward at some 
distance, and all nuisances within a marked limit were spetially forbidden ; proclamation to this 
effect being notified by beat of dram every few hours, As the fair increased in dimension the 
roads were extended on all direetions, thereby affording .« plentiful and free current of air. 
The municipal darogah, with twelve coolies and*cight mehters, looked after the conservancy. 
‘he most scrupulous cleanliness was observed, ‘The streets were kept constantly clean and swept 
frequently, and all offal and dirt collected and immediately buried, 1 remained at the fair till 
the 18th, and even after so many days not the slightest bad smell was observable, notwithstand- 
ing the vast concourse of people and the thousands of head of cattle present. I visi 
portion of the fair twice daily, and the most perfect order prevailed. Some diffieu| 
resulted in enforcing the conservancy arrangements, and small fines of from two to eight annas 
were inflicted in many cases before the neeessity of using the latrines wus fully compreherided 
and the determination to prevont encroachments on the road® understood. A hospital was 

ated on a convenient spot, which was presided over by native doctor Ruheem Bulk 

5, Not a single death took placo during the fair among the large concourse, estimated at 
from60 to $0,000 people ; no sickness of any Lidl ota avert oancre cecurred ; and even among 
the cattle I could hear of no‘ loss, I bad a watch carefully kept on all cattle entering the 
méla, as the foot and mouth disease had been to some extent prevalent in the district, and, I 
had heard, very servely towartis Darjeeling, though no cattle were stopped as no case of disease 
shewed itself. . 

6." Poe preserved was very creditable to the police and also to the populace. 
Inspector Huti Charun exerted himself to the utmost, and deserves great credit. The whole 
of, the arrangements were under his immediate supervision, 

7. The gang of bad chnracters usually attached to such gatherings were either absent or 
deterred by the police arrangements from carrying out their predatory ; but three 
cases of petty theft were brought before me, and the prisoners in each were couvieted and 
flogzed.in the centre of the fair. One case of personation of a constable took place ; but-the 

Jaintiff was induced to abscond by some parties from Parneah connected with the prisoner, 
Ws enéla $3.9 the Purheah borders, au pest year I think the Parneah police should attend 
and assist: in keeping order. 

8. Baboo Tarini Prosand Rai, the landowner, gave every assistance in a most willing 

He thoroughly appreciated the advantages of the measures undertaken, and has 
ath al ae statebieg Fatorivatiom that alladea to fn ¥ is report. He has promised 

¢ the roads roughly marked out this year permanent, so that for the future there may be 

by for laying them out. He alao wishes to make a road to the méla from the 

about five miles distant, but has been deterred from doing so by tho other 

— gemitdars through whose lunds it will pass, ‘his matter will probably be the subject of a 
Y fatare munication. T did not think proper to take any+measures regarding prostitutes, as 





com 
had no Eu ‘tmejlioal officer present. Some few were at the méia, and were informed th 
0 be molested as long as they conducted themsel¥es quietly aud with et 


to the more statistical part of the report. ‘The géneral part of the* 
booths and shops, occupied probabiy two miles of road. All were 
| pastures wae pene Gary tgs alin gts bends, ead tang aiatglac oak ese 
pasture : ei sales of clot a utensils, to ; 
10. hrought deeds, apai are Hote oul behets wae te mn 
at , soarce al tar teat ached 1,100, me.) 
rt was very su ‘no anisaals worth purehase were present ; but the 
very. and onnd repay saleh, The cattle’ market a) 
"the fair, and covered, T should think, at least 
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The 28th Janwary 1871. 
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Henuy ¥. Buanrorp, 


Meteorolopical Reporter to the Govt, of Bengal. 










“© Mean of the daily max. temperature ae 


| Retreme range of the barometer during the month. 
‘Mean of the daily max. pressures on 


- armruve 22° 33’ 1” north, longitude 88° 20" 84” engt. 
standard barometer above the sea level, 18°11 feet. 4 
Pt . MONTHLY RESULTS. 





Mean height of the barometer for the month a 
Be pie of te barometer ooourred at 10 a.nt. on the 15th 
“) . height of the barometer occurred at 3 P.M, on the 21st 





jitto ditto min, ditto os 
“Mean daily range of the barometer during the month, ... 





Mean dry bulb thermometer for the month Ie 
Max. temperature occurred at 3 pat.on the Bist... 
‘Min. temperature occurred at 6 and 7 Aut. on the 20tt 

‘Brireme range of the température during the month... 





Ditto ditto min, ditto * 








han daily range of the tomperatare during the mouth 

Mean wet bulb thermometer for the month at 60°6 

Mean dry bulb thermometer above mean wet bath thermometer 59 

Computed mean dew-point for the month .., eat ane 659 

Mean dry bulb thermometer above computed mean dew-point =... oO 
Inches: 

Mean clastle force of vapour for the month a of ve 0456 





Mean weight of vapour for the month ° ... 5 


sreticeal wetght of yapour required for complete saturation oe 
‘Mean degree of humidity for the month, complete saturation being unity 


Mean max. solar radiation thermometer for the month oon 





Rained no day,—max. fall of rain during 24 hours 
‘Total amount of rain during the month — +. ay *, 
‘Total amoant of rain indicated by the gange™ attached to the anemometer during 
the month =, oe os or * ee 
Prevailing. ditection of the win “hy 2 WN w, WtyN&W 
© © Height 70 feet 10 inches above ground, i . 








N Gorzxxaurn Sen, - } 
Ineharge of the Obrervatory 


The 28th January 1871. « 
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Approsimate Return of Traffic for seek enided 14th January 1871, on 223 miles open. 
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Approsimate Return of Trafic for wock ended Vth January 1871, on 166} miles open. 
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“2 OFFICIAL PAPERS. | 


Non-Subsoribers to the Gazerte may receive the Svevuumenr, separately, on payment of six Rupees per 
+ anaum if delivered in Calcutta, or twelve Rupees if sent by Post, 


Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, 4th February, 1871. 


-) Present: 
* His Hoxor tun Lrevrexant-Govenxor or Bunaat, presiding. 
‘Tur How’nir Asutxy Even, T. M. Roptnson, Esq., 


A. R, Tuoursox, Esa., Banoo JorzNpxo Monww Tacore, 
V. Hf Scuaton, Esa., AND 
Movuvy Anpoot. Luterr Kuan Bartanoor, | Banoo Dioonnen Mrrrer. 


RECOVERY OF LAND REVENUE IN ASSAM. 


Mn. Rivers Tuomrson moved that the Bill to provide for the recovery of land revenue and 
the mutation of names in Assam be read in Council. He said that the Bill bad been prepared 
from the rules which now regulated the procedure for the recovery of the land assessment 
in Assam, and they had been amended and revised by: the Board of Revonue. The Bill 
provides that ample time shall be given to defaulters for the ent of their dues before prow 
‘eedure was taken against them on account of their default. If after the month’s time allowed 
for paying in arrears tho’ money had not been paid, measures could be taken by attachment 
santa of the defaulter’s property, movable aud immovable, and then, if necessary, by the 
artest and imprisonment highs, dolanltet- for-n'period not'ecoeoding fourteen day: Speci 
Provision had been made for the caso of a fraudulent concealment of property, and there was 
also a'section. which provided that nothing in the Act should apply to suits between lakheraj. 
“durs ana othr private land-owners and their tenants. The Bill steiply-gorovidea tee aieae 
ere Government ryots owing Government revenue were in the position of defaulters. 
Certain sections in the’Bill provided for the registration of holdings in-cases of transfer 
“sale or death, or from any other canse. This provision was intended to provide 
eee occurrence of persons transferring their rights to others who had 





few sections at the end of the Bill relating to remissions of revenue and the © 
F mouzadars for negligence of duty or disobedience of orders, which it was 
ble to incorporate in the measure. : x 
‘mules were now in operation in Assam ; and the fact was, as he had said before, that 
\t very seldom occurred, and recourse to any form of penal procedure very seld 
But | dure was connected with punishment, the imposition of 
ought advisable that they should be enforeed under the 





| 
thouglit, ‘harsh a measure of his hearth and home, it was very 
Lard ag HOSereeiRie DG HEY Aiioce days, It was true that by Act VIII, patra 
i] certain powers were given in cases where ryots became defaulters: but if a ryot, bya’ 
~~” verified application, pleaded insolvency, he was at once let off, Under this Bill, however, the 
| -ryot wouid have no means of getting off’ before the fourteenth day of his incarceration, r 
“Mu. Scuacw said, after whav the hon’ble member opposite had observed, he would beg 
~ leave to state that, under the present law for the recovery of rents, there was given a power to 
“arrest a defaulter previously to the attachment of his property, or subsequently. In the 
. “the concession was mate that no arrest should be made until it was certified. 
‘Property, both movable and immovable, was insufficient to mect the demand, 
ee during (he passing of the new rent law, havi i 
‘Was not therefore quite conversant with its provisions ; but on looking over it he did not see 
Any provision necessitating the immodiate release of a defaulter on proof of his insolvency, No 
donb} if insolvency was proved, the fuct: would be taken into consideration, and he had no teason 
to suppose that. greater harshness would be exercised towards defanlters inethe tpeovery of 
revenue in Assam than elsewhere, . 

Baxoo Jorexpro Mouvn acorn said he would take leave to explain what he. had 
Meant as to the rule relating to the insolvency of a defaulter. The rule to which he referred 
Was not in Aet VIII. of 1869 of this Council; but it was a rule that be, believed would “be 
enforced in accordance with the procedure of Act VIII. of 1859, the Civil Procedure Code. 
‘The Bengal Act VIII. of 1869 enacted that what was not provided for in that procedure 

|» should be regulated according to the procedure prescribed by Act VIII. of 1859, and under 
that provision he thought a delaulter might be released on proof of his insolvency. ‘Then as to 
the provision of the rent law giving: power to arrest a defaulter before attachment of his property, 
he would submit that that was different from what the present Bill contemplated, The object 
of that provision evidently was to apply an additional pressure for payment on one who was 
possessed of property, whereas this Bill proposed to put a man in jail after reducing him to a 
state of absolute pauperism. 

Mn. Rives Tompson said that the observations that’ had been made would be duly 
considered by the select committee, to'whom the Bill would be referred, when that particular 
section came under their consideration, In a provinee like Assam, whiere they had to deal 
with a large body of ryots, each paying 2 small amount, he thought it would not be advisable 
to introduce all the téchnicalities of a procedure applicable to a more advanced people, of to a 
gomplicated system of Jand tenure, If a ryot was in such a position that every thing of 

+ his had to be sold, the Government offcers, in their own inte and in the interests of the 
public, were not likely to incarcerate him for fourteen days, because they would huye to i 
the expense of maintaining him in prison; and he (Mr. 
leave a matter of this kind to the discretion of the local . id before, if 
© there was really any thing barsh in the procedure proposed, he hud no doubt the sulject would 
meet with due consideration at the hands of the select committee, 

‘The motion was then agreed to, and the Bill referred to a select committee consisting of 
Mr. Schalch, Baboo Digumber Mitter, and the mover Mr. Thompson, with instructions to 
‘report within six weeks, 





REOOVERY OF FINES. * 


Movtyt Anroot, Lurmer moved that the Bill to facilitate the recovery of certain fines 
imposed in Penge be read in Council. In doing so he said he begged to state that as he 
has already explained the objects and reusons for the introduction of the mea: re, he would ~ 
‘not detain the Council with any further observations on this oocasion, with the exception of 
one or twWo words, In the first place, he thought that the same principle under which the 

_ Provisions of sections 63 to 70 of the Indian Penal Code have been, extended to all fines 

| Stmposed under the authority of Acts passed by this Council after the Sth of May 1867, as 

(+ provided for in Act V. of 1867, was equally applicable to fines imposed under the authority of 
Acts passed prior to that date; and he could not understand why there should be a difference 

2 between the two. What is good and. necessary in the one case should undoubtedly be so in 

a other, And he did not see any objection to the provisions the said sections of the 
Penal Code being made applicable to all fines imposed by Acts of this Council previously passed, 

: + In the second place, he found that there had been great many disenssions atthe 

of both’ the justices of the peace for the town of itta and the municipal commis ; 
isbeeaba 
b, 








as to the total fnilue of the Act passed by this Council for the 


‘slaughter-houses, and both those corporations have resolved apon addressing the 
shin 





; instheir objects If thore laws required amendment, let them by all means 

‘amended in due form after sufficient publication, But he respectfully objected to the 
peers provisions of one Act being set aside, altered, or modified, without dus regard being 

to the nature of the offences which they were intended to meet. If sncl?a course were 
‘adopted, there was no knowing what serious altorations might bemade in the existing body of 
law without the public being at all, aware of i 

*"Movivy Anpoot Lurnev said he thought that if the Bill was referred to a select 
‘committee they would be in a position to consult all the Acts which would be affected 
boy this Bill, and to see if there was anything in any of them which would not justify, the 
@xtension of this Act. He thonght that was a matter of detail which could very easily 
‘be done by the committee. 

“Phe motion was then agreed to, and the Bill rtferred to a select committees consisting of 
the Advocate-General, the Hon’ble Mr. Eden, and the mover Moulvy Abdool Luteef, with 
instructions to report within a month. 

“Phe Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 11th instant. 
Ey . 








Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Surveyor-General’s 
Office, Calcutta, from 22nd to 81st January 1871. 
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‘The mean barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. 

‘he dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in column 10 
Feprosont the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity,—The 
Teeeiver of the lower rain gauge is 1 feet, and that of the auemometer 70 fect 10 inches, 


Above the level of the ground.—The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson's anemometer, 
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is registered from noon to noon. a 
‘Phe extreme variation of temperature during the past ten days 26-0 

. hd max. temperature during the past ten days 815 
Phe max. temporavise during the corresponding’ period of the past year 183 

_ Phe wean humidity’ luring the past ten days 0-66 
‘ humidity during the corresponding period of the past'year —., _ 0°65 
Bate: Inches. 

Rieter ia ; by lower rain gauge Nil 
total fall of rain from 22nd to Bist .. {i Mae wae ade Ni 
Ditto ditto, average of 17 previous years 
Diwo ” between the Ist January and the 8ist January Nil 


itto ditto, average of 17 years... 0°46 
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faoth Jun. 187 
ditto, 

Joznd Jan. 1871, 
ditto. 

ditto, 

ditto. 


faoth Jan, 1871, 
hth Jan, 1871, 
oth Jan, 1871 
sth Jan. 1871, 


j2oth Jan, 1971 
}gend Jan. 1871, 
‘20th Jun. 1871, 





‘22nd Jan, 1871 
oth Jan. 1871 


jeoth Jun. 1871, 





ditto. 
foamd Jan. 1871 
ditto, 

jeoth Jan. 18714 
15th Jan, 1671 





|, 
f2oth Jan. 1871, 
hth Jan. 1871} 
footh Jan. 1871) 
2nd Jun. 1871. 


as71 


j2del Jan, 1871. 
j28nd Jan. 1871 
20th Jam. 1871 





ditto. 

l2ged Jan. 1871, 

(29th dan. 1871 | Prom 16th Jans 
‘ditto. 

ditto, 


{sth Jan. 1871, 
jth Sn 1871 











































(Bt dane 1871 | Not received Iat Jumnary. 


ith Jan. 1871 | Not reouived 16th to #204 Jam, 


ASTI | Not received Lat to 8th Jan. 


‘Not retived Oth to 18th Jan, 
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& ditto, 
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Dhobree ~ 
‘Toore (Garo, itis)” 
q Not recorded. 
‘16th Jan, 1871, 
20th Jan, 1871, 
‘22nd Jan. 1871) 
ditto 
‘8th Jan. 1871, 
(22nd Jan, 1671] 
dives 
ditto . 
5th Jan. 1871. 
pind do, 1821 . 
fioth Jan. 4871 
«. Not received @nd to 8th Jan. 
22nd Jan. 187i, 
dito, 
6th Jan. 1871, « 














Catovrna, 
The 4th February 1871. 


Hanry F. BLanronp. 


Meteoroiogical Reporter to the Guet. of Bengab. 
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NOTE, 

Barometric Pressure.—The Pressures in column 2 of the above table for all stations below 
500 feot are reduced frum those given in column 3 of the table on the previous page by 
adding the weight of a column of air of the corresponding temperatures given in cole 7. 
For stations of above 500 feet elevation, the reduction is made by Dippe’s tables as given 
in Guyot’s “ Meteorological and Physical Tables.” 

Temperature —The temperatures in column 8 are reduced from those in column 17, on 
the preceding page, by adding 1° Fabr, for every 850 fect. . 

Wind Direction—The mean wind direction and its comparative prevalence are calculated 
from the whole number of wind observations recorded during the half-month. Theslatter is 
given as a percentage of the whole number of observations, ‘The mean direction is calculated 
in the usual way by Lambert’s formula, 

The above being all comparable, afford the data for constructing meteorological chart for 
the half-month which shall shew the isobaric and isothermal lines, and the resultant wind 
directions, which last, may be represented by arrows of varying length proportioned te the 
Prevalence of the wind, To these may be added the rainfall from the previous tables, 


Henny F. Branvorp, 
Meteorological Reporter to the Government of Bengal. 





Caxovrta, 
The 8rd February 1871, 




































mt sar ‘ RE ee ga x 
hed segue ‘Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
ease 
3 EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE. 
_ Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended Bet January 1871, 00 1,270} miter open. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 


Approximate Return of Traffe for wedk ended 21st January 1871, on 223 miles open. 
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Approsinate Rewirn of Trafic for week ended Bt Janvary 1871, on 28 miles open. 


OALOUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTERN STATE RAULWAY. 
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IRRIGATION, BRANCH, PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. 
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a fo ORISSA CIRCLE, . . 


Statement shewing the amount of Trafic und Tolls on the First Section of the High Level Canal 
: airing the month of November 1870, 
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‘The tonnage” abewn is that of tho boats and not of the goods 


Statement skewing the amount of Traffic and Tolls * the Taldundak Canal during the month of November 
= $70, 
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SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE. 
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, the month of December 1870. , 
Lexotn ov Canat oven, 24 wrexs, 


trafic and Tolls on the Midnapore section 
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Papers relating to the question of allowing 3 per cent. of the 


_ rental of Goyernment estates for local improvements. 


— ” 


* a » * . = 
From théSeerctary to the Board of Jperonngs to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — 


| (No. 184, dates 
‘Sum, 


he 5th April 1859.) 


Tite commissioner of the Cuttack division has informed the Board 


‘that, with thé sanction of Government, a n 


ew line of road is under construction 


from Peeplee to Khoordah, in the Pooree district, and as he is of opinion that the 


Khoordah estate will principally benefit by 


the road, he has solicited permission 


to defray half its cost from the collections of the estate. 
2." Phe Board fully recognize the utility of the work, and they hye no doubt 


that it will be very useful in facilitating communication an 


increasing the ©.» 


gommeree, which is represented to be already very considerable along the present 
imperfect route ; and as the Khoordah estate is susceptible of great ehee 
Id be deve 


they think it advisable that a certain port 


ion of its proceeds shoul 


to its general improvement. With this yiew the Board beg to recommend that 
5 per cet. of the net jumma of the estate may be made available for improve- * 
ments, disbursements being made under the sanction of the commissioner, who 
will submit to the Board an annual statement of works.undertaken, and of sums 
disbursed. ‘The expense of the road above referred to should be defrayed from 


this allowance. 





From’ the Secretary to the Government of Bengal al, to the Secretary to the Government of 


Tndia,—(No. 997, dated Fort Wi 
iE ee ) 


, the 28rd April 1859.) 





Ty the accompanying letter from the Board of Revenue sanction is 


solicit to diture of ion of 
Remora ee Gore 






estate, under she superintendence of the commissioner of the division, 
eh anes by the Board of Revenue that 5 per cent. of the net 
i be is purpose, but this, in the Lieutenant- 


set aside for this 


the rental of the Khoordah estate i 
cal works for the improvement of the 





| opinion, is too large a proportion. In the Khoordah estate 5 
ma. would amount to some Rs. 9,000 
net collections woul 














ae roposition in he eee -of the Khoo 
‘ould venture to suggest that the principle should 
‘oxtaiea genetally. 


From the Secretary to the Bousd of Revenue, to the Beet to the Government of Bengal,— 
(No, 164, dated the 25th April 1859), 


Ey jay 


seal Yo Goverment 


Sm, 
* SMa. Drang, the doputy collector 6f Bhuddruck sub-division, who 
“is in charge ofthe Government talook Noanund, in Balasore; lately topk occasion 
to visit the talook, and has communicated the result of his inspection in the form 
of certain pri ponte for the ainprovenent of the estate. 
* * * * 

“8, The commissioner ka sat no ind reason why the expenditure sr 
not be allowed at once out of fhe collections of the estate. It is, he observes, the 
duty of Government as proprietor to improve its own property, which has been in 
~ its possession for about forty y cars without any attempt w whatever havi ng pegat made 


for a improvement. 
The Board appreciate Bir. Deate's deiive to improve ua ostate, othe 
he hae been placed in charge, and consider his proposals well worth consideration. 
- They concur with the local officers as to the primary necessit? of the road, ‘but 
there are no ferry funds available, or any funds for carrying ints effect lens for 
the improvement of the estate. They are of opinion that it would be af advantage 
to create such a fund in Balasore, aud with this view they would recomménd 
“that 5 per cent. of the afinual revenue of the Noanund*talook be set apart asa 
khas mehal fund to be expended for the improvement of the estate. We ect 
tyulations of this anual grant would in afew years mfice to carry dut many 
ie. measures proposed by Mr. Deare. 





. 
* rom the Seeretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue— 
(No, 1118, dated Fort William, the Oth May 1869.) 








Sin, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lettex No. 164, 
dated the 25th ultimo, and in reply to state, with reference to your previous 
letter, No. 134 of the Sth idem, that a proposition has been submitted to the 
Government, of India for the assignment of 3 per cent. of the rental of the 
* Khoordah estate for local improvements, and it tas been suggested that if this 
meets with the sanction of the Supreme Government in the case of the Khoordah 
estate, thee same rule might be extended to all estates the property of Goyernment 


From the Under: to the Government of India, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, (No. 1149, dated the 4th Juno ian)? 


Su, 
: Tar directed tg acknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 997, 
the aries il last, with. enclosure, and to pe si you in reply that His 
f ‘overnor General in Council is pleased ‘to sanction the rule 
oe Saori the late Lieutenant-Governor, that commissioners, under the general | ‘ 
sanction of Government, shall be vested with a discretion to expend not more than. 
per cent. of ie netaeallggaus, oem (Roy eenmient sees on obje 
erry ici ey ances gcrmbinae. 


Prom the Officiating Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to the Ji ) 
center of Bengal,—(No. ida i, he tp ey &e 


"Sm, fi 
"Taw directed to acknowledge the receipt of you 
‘Vith ulti ; ( 
f ultimo, Rares Pome ene te 
to devote the excess so : tion. 
































» say that the subject of an inerease to. 
tees time eas consideration of ng 
propositions submitted by Colonel Jenkins, the late commis: 
sioner province, they are enabled ‘to communicate, withput furtl 
reference to the local authorities, the opinions which they have formed on the 
subject referred to them in your letter under acknowledgment. 
8. The proposals which were made by Colonel Jenkins, and which are 
explained in detail in the subsequent piregraphs of this report, were—jirs/, to 
increase the rates of assessment on land throughout Assam Hreper and, secondly, 
to extend to that province, where the property inthe soil belongs to the State, 
the authorfty under Government order Ke. 1414 dated the 11th June 1859, of 
assigning 3 per cent. on the collections to the improvement of estates which are 
the property of Government. 
* * . * * * * 








5. Ht appears to be acknowledged on all hands*that the present rates of 
* faxation are light, and though the opinions of officers employed in the districts, 
now and in pasttimes, differ as to the distinction whieh’ should be observed 
according to the position and circumstances of particular localities, it appears 
to,be generally admitted that an increase on the present rates of some kinds of 
land may be effected without any hardship to the people, 

2 « * r 


« * * 


Py 
. The following extract gives the substance of Coloriel Jenkins’ opinion 


10. 
on tie subject :— * 


” “For instance, Kainyoop poseosees very evident advantages over all the other divisions, 
articularly in boing so ner thergreaj marts below, and possessing the means of navigation 
Pi the lange Bongali boats, which have at all times easy access to Gows th, and at most 
fames to Gowhatty and Burpettah, three great marts of the Kamroop division; but beyond 
Gowhaty, from the stroagth of the current, and the short time westerly winds prevail, the 
navigation by large boats is difficult and uncertain, and ever increasing in difficulty as the 
‘river is ascended.” 

“This command of navigation is of the highest advantage to Kamroop, and, considerin 

‘the superior denseness of its population, and generally greater advancement in trade an 

vations am @f option that Kcemroop inay alaye besta higher taxation than ony oBier 

ion. 

“'ho®reverse to Kamroop is the Luckimpore division, which has generally very spare 
and backward population, aud can hardly be said to have any communication direct with the 
great i marts, and must depend on the local consumers, in great measure, for the sale 
of its lus produce.” 

* “The other divisions may be said to be intermediate between these two in theif enjoy- 
ment of the advantages alluded to; but local circnmstanees make small differences in 
Beebsagur benefits above all in tho local expenditure of money from the great extent of the 
“tea plantations in the division, but it is more than ull the other divisions liable to constant 
destruction of crops from the inundations of its hill streams, Durrung, perhaps, is the most 
unfortunate of all, large tracts being almost destitute of population, and not generally favor- 
able to rice cultivation ; whilst it has little or no trade, only 1 small tea plantations: and 
the prime t its laborers, the Doan Cacharees, are enticed away in all directions for 
‘the cultivation of tea and for public works.” » 

"Phe relative cireumstances of the divisions may thus, I think, reasonably be opposed 
to the equalization of the rate throughout the province.” 

11, The Board cannot but feel that much credit must be attached to the 

ions of an officer with such large local experience as Colonel Jenkins, « 

not an article of export “from Assam, and land for producing it is 

in unlimited tracts; and if the original assessment were in proportion. 

ns of the ‘people, it is not likely that such a demand for rice has 

« by the importation of coolies for the tea factories, as would 
i general rise im the rate of rent for roopeet land. 


point Colonel Jenkins writes :— 

ops, rice is grown on a variety of lunds, but the lan 
F Hianted at tho height of 

Lae Wis Aaanans 





Ti wa koi generally atari tha a gon dal of. our suffering from the soarsity of 
— sonia te eae Aart Of the ryots being’ ‘auch directed to the cultivation of, 
“Tt seoms ‘probable therefore that it has proved disadvantageous to the people that we 
perros lands so much higher then the other Jands, and. large ‘su ly of rice 

being of such very high importance in every way to the people and the planters, 1 should be 
i to encourage the great rice crop by making no further addition to the mates of the 
Toopeet land; and in this opinion I am confirmed hy a conversation I had at Nowgong with 
the principal sudder cmon of that station, formerly revenuo sheristadar of Durrung, and 
@man of great experience and good judgment, who was altogether ayorse from adding to. the 
assessment on the roopect lands.” “A 
13, These reasons, which carry great weight with them, induce, the Board 
to join Colonel Jenkins in deprecating any alteration of the rates of assessment 
now levied from the roopeet lands in the province. * * * 
* * * * * * 














* * * 


16. At the same time the Board would give their cordial support to 
Colonel Jenkins’ recommendations, made in concurrence with the opinions of 
the collectors of those districts, that the rate of assesment on other lands 
than roopeet should be raised generally from 1 Re. to 1-2 in Nowgong and 
Durrung, and from 14 annas in Scebsagur, and 12 annas in Luckimpore, to 
1 Re.; the rates in Kamroop remaining unaltered pending the ten years’ 
settlement, under which this district is now held. 

* * * * * * * oe * 

19. The Board are of opinion that for the present at least the above should 
be the limit of the increase of assessment to be introduced into the Assam 
province. * * * * * “ * * * 





21, The second proposition made by Colbnel Jenkins was to provide out 
of the loeal revenues for the general construction and periodieal repair of the , 
roads and bridges of the province. 

22. A good roud through the provinee would greatly promote dts prpgress ; 
and the desultory, partial, and inefficient manner in which the repuirs of the 
existing roads and bridges are effected, and the extension of new works of, 
abgolute necessity is protracted while they are probably owing, in some measure, 
to the absence of proper superintendence, aro doubtless in a great degree attri. 
butable to the absence of independent funds of sufficient amount to Yover the 
outlay which such works require, 

28, Asalready observed, the proprietary right in the land in Assam 
belongs to the Govermnent, and the Board would propose to apply to it alsos 
the principle of Government. order sanctioning the appropriation of 3 per cent. 
on the collections to purposes of local improvement. Among the causes which 
have retarded the progress of improvement in the province, it has been com. 

® plained that the small {quantity of the revenue of the provinee expended -widhin 

it is one of the greatest. regular outlay of a certain percentage of the 

Yevenue on works of public utility, and especially in facilitating the eommunt. 

cation between the several districts, would remedy’ an acknowledged defect in the 

present state of the province; and being spent in great measure among the 

eel Popelaaes, would lead to larger clearances of waste lands, and to 
e 


general development of the resources of the country. r 
* , * aes te 
From the Junior Seoretary,to tho Government of Bengal, to tho Secretary to the Governe 
‘mont of Indin-~(No, 86BA, dated Fort Willie the 164i Asin 1861) ioe 
[1 ” “Tasvdirected to submit, for the consideration and orders of the 


Mean soctuiary “0 thé. Goveenitess of evga, puto Government of India, the accom. 
Sinnesterenen’ No- 2862 dated ist May 186i, with panying copy of a eorrespondence* 

‘To officiating socrotary, Board of Revenue, No, ao, Telating to a C 
“ited 17th Juno 1801. n ing 
om. ditto, No. 495, dated 16% July 1861- myer 


a 
2. The proposal, it will en, emanated with the co! 
Garay Hpi, vo ra pa tht land aes 
increased double the present, rate, and the: obtained. 
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"construction , of sworks* of public utility in that province, The Board of 
 Revenne, who wake consulted on the subject, and whose report isannexed, do not 
consider it expedient that the tax should he doubled, or that an alteration should 
be made in the rate. of assessment of every description of lands They state 
that the subject of an incyease to the rates of assessment had been for some 
‘time under their consideration, on certain propositions submitted by Colonel 
Jenkins, the late conmissidner; and in concurrence with the views expressed 
hy-that officer, they are of opinion that the rate of assessment on lands other 
than what is generally called roopeet, i.e., land on whieh rice is grown, may 
safely be increased. They accordingly ‘propose that the rates on the lands 
approprifted to the growth of linseed and mustard be raised generally from 1 Re. 
to 1-2 in Nowgong and Durrung; and from 14 annas in Secbsaugur, and 12 annas 
in Luckimpore, to 1 Re. per poorah ; the rates in Kamroop remaining unaltered, 
pending the ten years’ settlement under which that district is now held, 
4, With regard to the question of constructing roads and other works of 
public utility, the Board propose to apply to it the principle of the order 
communicated in Mr, Under-Secretary Chapman’s letter No. 1142 dated the 4th 
, sanctioning the appropriation of 3 per cent. on the collections to 

purposes of local improvement. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor entirely agrees in the views of: the Board as 
expressed in their report now submitted. 























Frow the Secretary to the Goverament of India, to tho Junior Scurgtary to the Government 
* of Bengal,—(No. 1621, dated the 30th August 1861.) 

Sir, 

» | am directed toacknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 863A, 
dated the 15th instant, enclosing copy of 2 correspondence with the Board of 
Revenue on the subject of a proposition for increasing the land tax in the 
temporarily settled districts of Assum, and for applying to those districts the 
order of the Government of India dated the Mth June 1859, sanctioning the 
expenditure of 3 per cent. of the net collections from Government estates on 
objects calculated to improve the condition of the estates and of the ryots 
occupying them. 

2. @In reply, Lam directed to state that the Governor General in Council 
sanctions the appropriation prospectivel m 1862-63 of 3 per-cent. of the land 
revenue of the temporarily settled districts of Assam for purposes of local 
improvement, and His Excellency in Council hopes that the Lieutenant. 
Governor will be able to make better provision for the wants of Assam in respect, 
of roads, &e., in the next budget. 

3. With regard to the expediency of increasing the land assessment in 
Assam, Iam desired to intimate that the Governor Genoral in Council leaves 
that question to the discretion of the Lieutenant-Governor. 











From the Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Board of 
& Revenue,—(No. 1263A, dated Fort William, the 18th December 1861.) 
i, ‘ 








I ax desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th 
ultime, No. 803, submitting a copy of one from the commissioner of Assam, in 
which, after commenting on the madequacy of the means at his disposal for the 
improvement of the province in public works, he suggests that the profits from 
the sale: of abkaree opium, which have accrued by the prohibition of the 
cultivation, and free use of indigenous opium in Assam, should be applied to 


i The Lieutenant-Goyernor entirely agrees with the Board in thinking 
commissioner's proposal such as cannot be supported. 
‘There is no reason why an item of ordinary rial revenue, such as 
¢ abkaree opium revenue 

than other 









is should bo appropriated. for Toeal ojects in 
province where the same item is levied. Major 
extent misunderstands the grounds on which the 

and the cultivation of opium, wort assimilated 











